Emergency surgery in the era of molecular treatment of solid tumours.
In the advancing era of molecular therapy of solid tumours, emergency treatment of complications, such as bowel perforation, haemorrhage, and tumour rupture, is likely to evolve into one of the main challenges of surgical oncology. These complications might be caused by disease progression from resistance to therapy, side-effects of therapy on normal vasculature, and therapeutic induction of excessively responding tumours. This Review outlines the probability and management of emergency operations during molecularly targeted therapy of solid tumours. Special attention is given to advanced gastrointestinal stromal tumours and colorectal cancer, and therapy with imatinib, sunitinib, and bevacizumab.